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V 300% increase in building permits 
since the Great Recession 
 

V Largest growth in Millennial 
population of any of the top 10 
largest cities in US 
 

V 8 years of continuous population 
growth 
 

V 17% growth in downtown residential 
population (185,000) 



1. ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ άōŀŎƪ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
City (30 years of history in 5 minutes) 
 

2. The role of public space and civic amenities in 
advancing the Center City renaissance 
 

3. The role of the Civic Commons in promoting equitable 
development by extending high quality civic assets to 
neighborhoods beyond Center City 
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Move Bombing - 1985 



Citywide Trash Strike - 1986 



Gary Heidnik Arrest - 1987 



Crack Crisis ς [ŀǘŜ мфулΩǎ 



Rocky V - 1990 



One Meridian Plaza Fire - 1991 



Ed Rendell Elected Mayor - 1991 



Center City District Formed - 1991 



Center City District Formed - 1991 

άaŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ bƛƎƘǘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎέ 



Stephen Starr Opens Continental - 1993 



10 Year Tax Abatement Enacted - 1997 

Philadelphia Building Permits 2005-2014 



May 13, 1985 



May 13, 1985 May 13, 1985 
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Independence Mall Logan Square Franklin Square 

Sister Cities Plaza 

Schuylkill Banks Chestnut  Street Park Ben Franklin Parkway 

  Dilworth Park Race Street Pier 

wŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ /ƛǘȅΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ wŜŀƭƳ нллм-2011 



òThe making of an 

 urban outdoor oasis.ò 

- New York Times 



Before After 



Before After 



Lower Schuylkill Master Plan 2003 

Before 

After 



Before After 

Central Delaware Master Plan 2007 



Before After 



Before After 



ά{ŜǾŜƴ of the 10 
biggest projects are 
being completed by, 
or in partnership 
with, out-of-town 
developers - many 
new to PhiladelphiaΦέ 

"The city is getting 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΧώǘϐƘŜ 
old urban-decline 
narrative is over." 
 



Upper 
Northeast 

Center City 

1970 2015 

A Cautionary Tale: 
 
Never in its history has the risk of Philadelphia becoming two cities been so great. 

From: Pew Philadelphia Research Initiative 
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WPF Launches Great Public Spaces Grantmaking Strategy - 2013  
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Connectivity   =  Diminishing Social Isolation 
 
Equity of Access  = Social/Economic Integration 
 
Shared Civic Space  = ¢ƘŜ ά/ƛǾƛŎ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎέ 
 
Conserving Community = Engendering Pride of Place 
Identity 
 
Enhance Performance; = Next Generation Synergies 
Repurpose Assets 
 
 
 
 
 

WPF Great 
 Public Spaces 

Reimagining the 
Civic Commons 



Reading Viaduct  
Rail Park 

Parkside Edge 

Audubon 
Discovery Center 

.ŀǊǘǊŀƳΩǎ aƛƭŜ 

Lovett Library 
& Park 

A carefully curated set of investments 
Intended to promote engagement, 
equity, and economic opportunity 



READING VIADUCT RAIL PARK  
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area on the edge of Center City and forms a barrier dividing two communities. 

This investment represents the first 
public amenity in a multi-ethnic, mixed 
income residential neighborhood that 
contains no parks, playgrounds, 
recreation centers, libraries, or public 
schools. 
 
The Rail Park seeks to transform a 
barrier into a shared community asset. 
 
 


