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V 300% increase in building permits
since the Great Recession

V Largest growth in Millennial
population of any of the top 10
largest cities in US

V 8 years of continuous population
growth

V 17% growth in downtown residential
population (185,000)
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City (30 years of history in 5 minutes)

2. The role of public space and civic amenities in
advancing the Center City renaissance

3. The role of the Civic Commons in promoting equitable
development by extending high quality civic assets to
neighborhoods beyond Center City
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Move Bombing- 1985
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Citywide Trash Strike1986



Gary Heidnik Arrest 1987
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Rocky \* 1990



One Meridian Plaza Fire1991



Ed Rendell Elected Mayer1991



Center City District Formedl991
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Shops at the Bellevue

Avenue of the Arts

City Hall

Academy of Music

Chestnut Street Shopping €
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Stephen Starr Opens Continental 993



Philadelphia Building Permits 20214
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2. The role of public space and civic amenities in
advancing the Center City renaissance
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o0 T hmeaking of an
urban outdoor oasis ¢
- New York Timesj

‘New York Times’ ranks Philly no. 3
in list of places to go in 2015

GEED o>« | Tweet | 135] [SReddit] 2 Email " 69| | 106 COMMENTS

&

] N‘h
Clye New 1lork

Photo by M. Edlow for VISIT PHILADELPHIA®










ylkil

Master

The Tidal
Plan

Schu

Creating a New Vision

River

B

Lower Schuylkill Master Plan 2003



ORMING PHILADELPHIA'S WATERFRONT

Central Delaware Master Plan 2007
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Resurgence of Center City fueling
Philly’s evolution
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ED HILLE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
DID Agency's new Philadelphia office in the Graham Building on South 15th Street.

"The city Is getting
RAA02ISNBRX®
old urbandecline

narrative is over."

a { S @f$h¢ 10
biggest projects are
being completed by,
or in partnership

with, out-of-town
developers- many
new to Philadelphiab €



A Cautionary Tale:

Neverin its historyhas the risk of Philadelphia becoming two cities been so great

Upper
Northeast ——

1970 2015

From:Pew Philadelphia Research Initiative



3. The role of the Civic Commons in promoting equitable
development by extending high quality civic assets to
neighborhoods beyond Center City



CREATIVE COMMU GRANT CENTER GREAT PUBLIC SPACES STRATEGIC OVERVIEW
STRATEGIC OVERVIEW
ACCESS TO GREAT PUBLIC SPACES is 2 key ingredient for
2 vibrant and creative city. providing a stage for healthy civic life that RS vy e SRR
E md for cutdoor EAST PARK RESERVOIR PENN TREATY PARK

recreation and play.

SPRING GARDEN
GREENWAY
OUR GOAL istc
improve access to,
revitalize, and develcp
parks, trails, and
public spaces that

PETTY'S ISLAND;

RIVERFRONT CAMDEN GREENWAY

enhance the quality LOWER SCHUYLKILL; DELAWARE
TR BARTRAM'S GARDEN/MILE RIVERFRONT
neighborhoods on the

periphery of Center WASHINGTON

City and promote AVENUE GREENWAY

greater social and
economic integration.

SOUTH PHILADELPHIA
WETLANDS PARK

arcaud; e O T fus ST

OUR FOCUS will be on specific places
where we can build on the mementum of
existing planning and development, including
i that are revitalizi i
and some that ara continuing to struggle.

Thars ar= many opcartunities to creats “great public spaces” in neighborhoods outsice of Canter City.

OUR APPROACH is to connect residents to
high quality public amenities and, through new
trails and greenways, promote greater connec-
tivity between neighborhoods and Center City.

OUR CRITERIA 2re specific, since there are more worthy public space projects that we can hope to support.
We will concentrate on investments that advance one or more of the following objectives:

= Ircrazses 2ccess to public space/grean space in 2r urderserved commurity
« Provides = rew public smenity desirad by the local community

* Responds to strong evidence of community interest and support

* Serves 2 community outside or on the periphery of Center City

= Acts 25 2 community gateway, portzl, or corpector

« Erbarces the parformance of 2n axisting park or public zsset

OUR INVESTMENTS will accomplish this by:

+ Enhancing the amenities in existing parks and public spaces
+ Improving access 1o existing parks and public spaces
+ Supperting inncvative and high quality programming
10 activate and animste public spaces
+ Promoting connectivity through new and expanded trails
=nd greenways
* Encouraging the use of data to improve public space management =

= Promotes connectivity to the “Circuit™ regional trail network

* Promotes public 2ccess to 2 riverfront or waterway

- Capzcity 2rd 2r= mvzilzble for ior ard mairterarce

1 Kevwwmdy for GF TR, 20 Auediews e vowsionn fon Py conm 4 Sanith M

- A ing for i public space cp. and
maintenance practices

CONTACT Shawn McCaney, Senior Program Officer for Creat've Communities
at (215) 988-1830 or SMcCaney@W'iamPennFoundation.org

PG CRE O ), 3

www. WilliamPeanFoundarion.org I

WPF Launches Great Public Spaces Grantmaking Strat2g$3
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WPF Launches Great Public Spaces Grantmaking Strat2g$3



WPF Great
Public Spaces

Connectivity
Equity of Access
Shared Civic Space

Conserving Community
|dentity

Enhance Performance,;
Repurpose Assets

Reimagining the
Civic Commons

Diminishing Social Isolation
Social/Economic Integration
CKS a/ AGAO [/ 2YY2yaté

Engendering Pride of Place

Next Generation Synergies



A carefully curated set of investments
Intended to promote engagement,
equity, and economic opportunity
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Reading Viaduct
Rail Park
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Parkside Edge

Audubon
Discovery Center

Lovett Library
& Park




READING VIADUCT RAIL PARK
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area on the edge of Center City and forms a barrier dividing two communities.

This investment represents the first
public amenity in a mukethnic, mixed
income residential neighborhood that
contains no parks, playgrounds,
recreation centers, libraries, or public
schools.

The Rail Park seeks to transform a
barrier into a shared community asset.




