
Civic 
Commons 
Studio #7:  
A Culture of 
Connection
April 11 – 13, 2023  
Macon, GA

Civic Commons Studio #7 was made possible through support from:



Hotel Forty Five 
401 Cotton Avenue 
Macon, GA

8:00 – 10:00 am 
Registration 

The Grand Opera House 
651 Mulberry Street 
Macon, GA

10:00 – 10:15 am
Welcome & Stage Setting
Bridget Marquis
reimagining the civic commons | u3 advisors

—

10:15 – 11:15 am
City Shares
George Abbott
memphis river parks partnership

Paul Bauknight
the center for transformative urban design

Missy Frankil
camden community partnership

Tonnetta Graham
strawberry mansion cdc

Trina Harris
touching miami with love

Wade Johnston
tri-state trails

Caitlin Murphy
live6 alliance

Erika Pinto
spur

Dan Rice
ohio & erie canalway coalition

Chris Spahr
centennial parkside cdc

Chloe Shipp
san josé downtown association

Richard Young
civiclex

11:15  – 11:45 am
Introducing Macon
Mayor Lester Miller
macon-bibb county

Alex Morrison
macon-bibb county

Robert Walker
macon-bibb county

—

Noon – 1:00 pm
Lunch

1:00 – 2:30 pm
Walking Workshops: 
Downtown Macon

Cotton Avenue Plaza
Justin Andrews
otis redding foundation

Karla Redding-Andrews
otis redding foundation

Wimberly Treadwell
wimberly treadwell designs

—

Downtown Revitalization 
Strategies
Erin Keller
newtown macon

—

Median Parks
Michael Glisson
macon-bibb county

—

Rosa Parks Square
Jim Beall
friends of rosa parks square

Andrea Cooke
friends of rosa parks square

Alex Habersham
macon-bibb bicentennial committee

Joshua Murfree
macon-bibb bicentennial committee

April 11



April 11 (continued)

3:30 – 6:00 pm
Walking Workshops:  
Pleasant Hill

Linear Park

Tonja Khabir
jones cafe

—

Little Richard House
Robert Banks
little richard house resource center

Lucille Williams
little richard house resource center

—

Jefferson Long Park

Andrea Cooke
the southern center for choice theory

Tedra Huston
community enhancement authority

Bruce Riggins
community enhancement authority

—

Walnut Street &  
Clayton Street

Nigel Floyd 
macon-bibb county

Rachel Hollar Umana
bike walk macon

—

Walnut Street &  
Linwood Cemetery

Y-O Lattimore
macon cemetery preservation corporation

Jefferson Long Park 
436 Pursley Street 
Macon, GA

6:00 – 8:00 pm
Community Gathering
Enjoy a relaxed outdoor meal with 
community members, featuring local  
food entrepreneurs.

With performance by:

Little Richard Band



Hargray Capitol Theatre 
382 2nd Street 
Macon, GA

8:30 am
Breakfast
—

9:00 – 9:40 am 
Across Divides: Segregation, 
Social Networks & 
Perceptions of Place 
Tonika Lewis Johnson
folded map project, nfp

Moderated by

Bronlynn Thurman
gar foundation

—

9:40 – 10:20 am
A Shared Vision  
for Investment:
Local Philanthropy
Kathryn Dennis
community foundation of central georgia

Karen Lambert
the peyton anderson foundation

Lynn Murphey
john s. and james l. knight foundation

—

10:30 – 11:30 am
Breakout Discussions

Changing Operations:  
Climate Resilience

Kelsey Hawkins-Johnson
groundwork ohio river valley

Joe Salvato
guadalupe river park conservancy

New Funding Models:  
Federal Earmarks

Carol Coletta
memphis river parks partnership

Jason Su
guadalupe river park conservancy

Caroline Winschel
bartram’s garden

—

Place Driving Equity:  
Value Creation Through 
Commercial Corridors

Paul Bauknight
the center for transformative urban design

Alexa Bush
the kresge foundation

—

Robust Engagement:  
Emerging Practice

Jamal Boddie
bloom

Dan Rice
ohio & erie canalway coalition

—

Strategic Storytelling:  
Social Media & Photography

Leslie Carlson
in common agency

Joe Myers
camden community partnership

April 12



April 12 (continued)

Ocmulgee Mounds  
National Historical Park 
1207 Emery Highway 
Macon, GA

11:45 am – 12:45 pm
Lunch
—

12:45 – 2:00 pm
Onsite Learning:  
Ocmulgee Mounds  
National Historical Park

Envisioning a National Park: 
Federal Advocacy

Seth Clark
ocmulgee national park & preserve initiative

—

Planning the Ocmulgee  
Heritage Trail

Bill Causey
ocmulgee heritage trail of middle georgia

Chris Sheridan
ocmulgee heritage trail of middle georgia

—

Walking Tour of Earth Lodge & 
Mounds

Tracie Revis
the muscogee nation | ocmulgee national  
park & preserve initiative

2:00 – 4:30 pm
Explorations: Public  
Space Outings

Art & Small Business Walk in 
Downtown Macon
—

Experiencing Music History  
at Capricorn Studios
—

Exploring Beall’s Hill by Bike
—

Kayaking at Amerson River Park
—

Walking Tour of Mill Hill Artist 
Village & Community Center

Fall Line Brewing Company  
567 Plum Street 
Macon, GA

6:00 – 8:00 pm
Gather: Evening Reception
Opening Remarks

Alex Morrison
macon-bibb county

With performance by:

The Bozwellz



April 13 

Georgia Sports Hall of Fame 
301 Cherry Street 
Macon, GA

8:30 am
Breakfast
—

9:00 – 9:15 am 
Morning Reflections 
—

9:15 – 10:00 am
Civic Infrastructure for
Shared Prosperity
Rhett Morris
common good labs

Mitchell Silver
mcadams

Amanda Weinstein
university of akron

Moderated by

Alexa Bush
the kresge foundation

—

10:00 – 10:30 am
Morning Break
—

10:30 – 11:30 am
City to City Interviews
—

11:30 am – 12:15 pm
Insights to Take Home
Moderated by

Bridget Marquis
reimagining the civic commons | u3 advisors

Tubman African  
American Museum 
310 Cherry Street 
Macon, GA

12:15 – 1:30 pm
Lunch & Team Conversations 





Fall Line Brewing Company  
567 Plum Street 
Macon, GA

Georgia Sports Hall of Fame 
301 Cherry Street 
Macon, GA

Tubman African  
American Museum 
310 Cherry Street 
Macon, GA

Host Hotel:  

Hotel Forty Five 
401 Cotton Avenue 
Macon, GA

The Grand Opera House 
651 Mulberry Street 
Macon, GA

Jefferson Long Park 
436 Pursley Street 
Macon, GA

Hargray Capitol Theatre 
382 2nd Street 
Macon, GA

Ocmulgee Mounds  
National Historical Park 
1207 Emery Highway 
Macon, GA

georgia sports hall of fame

the grand opera house

tubman african american museum

ocmulgee mounds national historical park

hargray capitol theatrehotel forty five

jefferson long park

fall line brewing company


