
Civic 
Commons 
Studio #9:  
A Call  
to Action
October 15 – 17, 2024  
Philadelphia, PA

Civic Commons Studio #9 was made possible through support from:



 
  

Pennsylvania Academy  
of the Fine Arts 
118-128 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

8:00 – 9:00 am
Registration & Breakfast
—

9:00 – 9:10 am
Welcome and Stage Setting
Bridget Marquis
reimagining the civic commons | u3 advisors

—

9:10 – 9:30 am
Philadelphia: Public Space, 
Democracy and Civic Life
Shawn McCaney
william penn foundation

Aloft Philadelphia Downtown 
101 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

5:00 – 6:00 pm
Registration

9:30 – 10:00 am
Climate Resilience Through 
the Public Realm
Julia Hillengas
powercorpsphl

Erica Smith Fichman
philadelphia parks & recreation

Carlton Williams
office of clean & green initiatives  
city of philadelphia

Moderated by

Sidra Fatima
urban advising collective

—

10:00 – 10:45 am
Introducing Philadelphia
Aminata Sandra Calhoun
centennial parkside cdc

Tess Donie
philadelphia parks & recreation

Tonnetta Graham
strawberry mansion cdc

Maura McCarthy
fairmount park conservancy

Kevin Roche
fairmount park conservancy

Maitreyi Roy
bartram’s garden

October 14

October 15



October 15 (continued)

11:15 am – 12:30 pm
Strawberry Mansion Tour
Mander Recreation Center
Ricky Brown
philadelphia parks & recreation

Will Kearse
philadelphia parks & recreation

Judith Robinson
strawberry mansion civic association

Tyrone Williams
strawberry mansion cdc

—

Strawberry Mansion Legacy 
Courts & Playground
Tonnetta Graham
strawberry mansion cdc

—

Strawberry Mansion  
Resource Garden
Terrence Landham
east park revitalization alliance

Tanya Parker
community activist and gardener

Justin Trezza
pennsylvania horticultural society

—

The Yard at Coltrane House
Aminta Gadson
friends of the yard

Connie Ho
watchdog

Heidi Segall Levy
watchdog

Alyssa Young
kaboom!

The Discovery Center 
3401 Reservoir Drive 
Philadelphia, PA

12:30 – 1:30 pm
Lunch
With remarks by:

Darrell Clarke
former city council president

Suzanne Biemiller
audubon mid-atlantic

Justin Ennis
philadelphia outward bound school

1:45 – 3:00 pm
Parkside Tour
Centennial District Plan
Leigh Ann Campbell
philadelphia parks & recreation

Maura McCarthy
fairmount park conservancy

Gillian Tiley
u3 advisors

Michael Miller
olin

—

Clean & Green and Partnerships
Aminata Sandra Calhoun
centennial parkside cdc

Kate Illes
philadelphia parks & recreation

John Smith, Jr.
school of the future



Parkside Programming
Caitlin Mance
philadelphia city rowing

Jessi Ray Koch
centennial parkside cdc

Tashia Rayon
centennial parkside cdc

George Rowley
philadelphia city rowing

—

Welsh Fountain &  
Parkside Edge
Alex Gilliam
tiny wpa

Ausra Mussett
fairmount park conservancy

Tara Rasheed
fairmount park conservancy

Renee Schacht
tiny wpa

—

3:15 – 4:45 pm
Afternoon Break

Bartram’s Garden 
5400 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA

5:15 – 6:30 pm
Bartram’s Garden Tour
Led by Bartram’s Garden staff, Board 
members and local leaders from the 
Southwest Philadelphia Community 
Leadership Team.

56th Street Plaza
Tess Donie
philadelphia parks & recreation

Chris Gale
bicycle coalition of greater philadelphia

October 15 (continued)

Boardwalk
Kathy Klein
partnership for the delaware estuary

Jameson Paige
mural arts

—

Botanic Garden
Sarah Pharaon
dialogic consulting

—

Sankofa Community Farm
Cedric Hardy
bartram’s garden

6:30 – 8:00 pm
Dinner in Community
Enjoy a relaxed outdoor meal with locals  
in the Eastwick Pavilion. 

With remarks by:

Councilmember Jamie Gauthier
city of philadelphia

Maitreyi Roy
bartram’s garden

With performance by:

Oluwafemi



Caitlin Murphy
live6 alliance

Joe Myers
camden community partnership

Dan Rice
ohio & erie canalway coalition

Taqee Vernon
live6 alliance

—

10:30 – 11:00 am
Loneliness, Democracy  
and the Role of Civic Space:  
A Conversation
The Honorable Chris Murphy
united states senate

Interviewed by

Shawn McCaney
william penn foundation

Pennsylvania Academy  
of the Fine Arts 
118-128 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

8:00 am – 9:00 am
Breakfast
—

9:00 – 9:15 am
Morning Remarks
Bridget Marquis
reimagining the civic commons | u3 advisors

—

9:15 – 9:30 am
Philadelphia:  
Citywide Context
Katie Martin
the pew charitable trusts

—

9:30 – 10:30 am
City Shares
Angelo Alberto
camden special services district

Kit Anderson
civiclex

Paul Bauknight
the center for transformative urban design

Susan Dalton
innovate memphis

Lou Jimenez
san josé downtown association

Wade Johnson
tri-state trails

Tonja Khabir
jones cafe

Alex Morrison
macon-bibb county

October 16



October 16 (continued)

11:00 am – 3:30 pm
Immersive Learning  
and Lunch
Advocating for Connection
Bike along the Delaware River and 
experience how political will is being built 
for trails, greenways and access to nature.

—

Balancing Ecology &  
Diverse Public Life
Visit FDR Park and discover how both 
climate resilience and activation are being 
prioritized through engagement, design, 
programming and staffing.

—

Equity & Repair
Explore Chinatown & Chinatown North on 
a walking tour and learn about reuniting 
neighborhoods through the public realm.

—

Future of Downtowns
Walk the Ben Franklin Parkway and see 
the evolution of the role of public space in 
continuing to catalyze a vibrant Center City.

—

Nationally Renowned |  
Locally Relevant
Consider the opportunities for public 
art and public space to translate tourist 
destinations into authentic places for local 
connection and meaning.

—

Take Me to the River
Experience how Camden & Philadelphia are 
reconnecting people to their waterfronts.

—

3:30 – 5:15 pm
Afternoon Break

The Liberty View at  
Independence Visitor Center 
599 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA

5:30 – 7:00 pm
Gather: Evening Reception
Heavy hors d’oeuvres, wine & beer,  
and music. 

With remarks by:

Commissioner Susan Slawson
philadelphia parks & recreation

Kathryn Ott Lovell
philadelphia visitor center corporation

With performance by: 

Küf Knotz & Christine Elise



October 17

Pennsylvania Academy  
of the Fine Arts 
118-128 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

8:30 am
Breakfast
—

9:00 – 9:30 am  
Morning Reflections with  
the Philadelphia Civic 
Commons Team 
—

9:30 – 10:15 am
Affinity Group Discussions
 

10:15 – 11:00 am
Team Debrief
—

11:00 am – Noon
Insights to Take Home
Moderated by

Bridget Marquis
reimagining the civic commons | u3 advisors

—

Noon – 1:30 pm
Lunch and Conversation  



Bartram’s Garden 
5400 Lindbergh Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA

The Liberty View at  
Independence Visitor Center 
599 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA

Host Hotel:  

Aloft Philadelphia Downtown 

101 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

Pennsylvania Academy  
of the Fine Arts 
118-128 North Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA

The Discovery Center 
3401 Reservoir Drive 
Philadelphia, PA

aloft philadelphia downtown
pennsylvania academy of the fine arts

the discovery center

parkside

strawberry mansion

independence visitor center

bartram’s garden


